
ices
lowp<1
if I hi. 
rnieii

JlHlg..

Juris;..

JlldRI'

Judg.-
Jlldgo

i Les- 
JudRp 
rnncls 
les E.
Pacht, 
Shinn. 
<mltli, 
k, No. 
 i. 18; 
i. 17; 
0. IK;, 
n. 19;

11 no.

Consolidated
Edition

Torrance Herald 
and Lomita News

Only 
Published In Torrante

Over 60,000 People Live 
Within 5'Mile Radius One

Section
8 Pages

This Issue

[EIGHTEENTH YEAR  NO. 23 TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 1932 5c PER COPY

PUP! TO DETHRONE MAYOR 
FOLLOWS ATTACK ON STEINER
Klusman Attacks Many City Officials; Ludlow Chastizes 
  Mayor for Tactics But Agrees With Him 
I On Police Clean-up

1 Mayor Klusman renewed h 
K. A. R. Steiner, City Enginee 
mi Streets Wm. Gascolgne at T 
 tig when "His Honor" unsucc 
Bteiner from the chairmanship 
 nittee and to disqualify Leonai 
Ing as city engineer and street 
  Hurrying through city bus 
In the meeting on the plea th 
Important to bring up," Klusm
 telner, Leonard and Gascoigne< .

Violated the law and were there- 
Bore disqualified to remain In their 

insltions. Without waiting for the 
 ouncll to net or even to give the 
ither members of the council an 
ippoHnnity to express themselves. 
Clusman, assuming- that he trad 
he power to remove Steiner, np- 
lolnted Councilman Scott Ludlow 
s acting chairman of the public 
 orks committee and added that 

le (the mayor) would help Ludlow 
lei-form the additional duties. 

Mayor K 1 u s m n n based bin 
iharges on the assumption that 
'ouncllman Steiner, as well as 
nty Engineer Leonard and Supt. 
r Streets (lascolgne had "unlaw- 
ully" authorized the lowering of 
nrtuln water pipe lines which 
roswed Sepulveda boulevard at 
II y expense, and asserted that 
Ills work should have l>cen done 
ly Clunk's Qtiandt whose water 
lompnny owns the pipe lines. 

Steiner Aniwers 
Kteiner utated that under the 

)UAIMU franchise that the city   
mivld have*hnd to Rive Qnftndt 30 
lays notice to do the work In 
Khlt'li event the county crews 
i.juld have been withdrawn from 
he jot) and many local men work- 
ng for the county would have 
K-en tin-own out of work. Steiner 

 uxo cited the case of the board of 
Bupervfsors vs. Pan-American Oil 
^Company. In which the county was 
Hnmpclled to pay for the removal 
 if the oil company's pipe lines on 

k'ermont avenue when that road 
was put through; and he asserted 
that even If the city had given 
Quumlt the required 30 days no­ 
tice, that the cost would have tiad 
to be borne by the city. Steiner 

TURN TO STORY ONE 
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Donations to 
Unemployment 

Fund Asked
City Officials Authorized to 

Act As Custodians of 
Money

All those who wish to con­ 
tribute toward the aid of the un­ 
employed may do so through 
bonded city officials, according to 
action taken by the city council 
this week. On motion of Council­ 
man Steiner, City Clurk Bartlett 
was authorized to receive contri­ 
bution! from anyone and to de­ 
posit the funds with City Treas­ 
urer Harry Dolley. The money 
will be spent through the depart­ 
ment of public works rtnd will be 
used exclusively for employing 
men now out of work. Stelne 
has fathered such a plan for 
nearly a year, but official sanc­ 
tion wa« not given until this week 

Councilman Scott Ludlow made 
  a plea for donations, emphasizing 
  the dire needs. He suggested Urn 
I organisations such as the Rotary 
  and Klwanls clubs, as well us ul 
I other local organization, forego 
I any plans for social parties und 
1 donate the cost of such parties to 
1 the unemployment fund. Ludlo> 
1 also suggested that people be asked 
1 to give 11 or 32 a week. "W 
1 must give until It hurts," said 
1 Ludlow, "as the country Is com 
1 Ing to a point where somethln 

^b must be done." 
^k Hlnce the Tuesday night meet 
^ [ng, tentative plans are being als 
^^kussed for conducting a drive uim 
^Hlar to war-loan campaigns.

^BMRBOR CITY MAN 
^B DIES AT HOME OF SO Is
^ ' Ueorge W. Titus, a retired en 
S^^ Ineer, aged 82 years, died at th 

ome of bis son, William J. Titus 
  2117 tenth street, Hurbor Clt 
^1 Holiday. Funeral services wen 
  held this afternoon at Htone 
  Myen chapel, Rev. Wendell Mllle 
Hof the Harbor City church, offlc 
^Hating. Interment was mad* u 
  Roosevelt Memorial Park.

is attacks upon Councilman 
r Frank Leonard and Supt. 
uesday night's council meet- 
sssfully attempted to unseat 

of the Public Works Com- 
d and Gascoigne from serv- 
superintendent. 
iness which came up earlier 
at he had something "very 
in opened up his barrage on

Around the 
Council Table

. Council accepted a deed from the 
Blllnwood Estate donating- a rlght- 
jf-way for Sepulveda boulevard 
h rough the EHInwood property. 

This l» the final piece to he dedl- 
-ated on the Sepulveda project and 
will Insure the renewal of work on 
mprovlng the boulevard.

An offer to lease the sewrr farm 
was received from C. H. Uobert- 
non, San Gabriel. A two-year 
ease was asked for the <H4 acres 
owned by the city and formerly 
eased to the Torrance Brick Com­ 

pany, now liankrupt. Roliertson 
igl(!M to pay the city 10 cent;* a 
yard for whatever Piny and sand 
was used. The matter was referred 
te *he public works committee.

"I know too much now," was 
Mayor Kluftman's comment to an 
nvltatlon extended by a represen­ 
tative of the Unlverstly of South­ 
ern California for city officials to 
attend the Fifth Annual Institute 
of Government to be held at the 
university June 13 to 17. Pro­ 
fessor Edwin Cattrell of Stafford, 
an authority on municipal govern- 

ent, Is scheduled to be one of 
e principal speakers. The coun- 
1 turned down the offer to at- 
nd, which would have cost $25 
r a group membership.

The cost to the city of holding: a 
earing before the State Railroad 
ommlsslon on local water rates 
ould be $260. providing the city 
Id not employ special counsel, 
ty Attorney Jen'sen reported, 

ensen also told the council that 
e citizens' water committee had 
commended a 25 per cent cut In 
 esent rates and that this report 
as now being studied by officials 
f the water company In Ohio.

Strept lights were ordered put on 
metered basin Instead of the 

resent flat rate charge, which Is 
xpected will save over 31000 a 
ear under the present schedule of 

burning only half the lights.

Mayor Kinsman asked that a 
hose wagon be stationed in Wal- 
tcrla. but was told Jjy a Wnlterlo 
resident In the audience that It 
would be useless us the fire hose 
Is 4-Inch and the water mains in 
Walterla only 2 Inches.

Answering Mayor K 1 u » m a n's 
waV that "1 hate to tell you what 
the delinquent taxes are going, to 
be this year," Councilman Ludlow 
chairman of the finance committee 
nformed the council that nil bu 

$8900 had been collected and City 
Clerk liartlett added that much o 
this will come In. Delinquencies 
In Torrance are only about one 
per cent greater tills year than 
last. Councilman Wrlght stated.

Lutheran Church 
Sponsors Daily 

Vacation Schoo
A dally vacation Bible school ha 

been scheduled for two weeks, be 
ginning June 20. to he held In th 
Parish hall of the First Lutheru 
church, Acaciu street and Honom 
avenue. The school will be ope 
five mornings each week from   : 1 
to 11:15. 

The. work of the school has bee 
arranged according to the age o 
the child with the Ulble stories a 
the center of the training. Th 
sand table will h« u«ed fur the lit 
tie ones, Bible story pussies fo 
the primary children, crayon an 
cut-out work for the Junior », slug 
Ing and study of favorite hymn 
and missionary stories for a 
Children of kindergarten ajrc an 
over are welcome, with a spec! 
Invitation to children that are n 
uitvndliig any Sunday school.

POPCORN MAN 1 
IS LEAVING

JOP Stevens Is moving awny. 
The popular popcorn man who 
has held down the corner at f

rain uncl shine and winter 
weather tor nil these years is 
going to Olendale. He says, 
that he Is sorry to go. And 
the people of Torrance will say

we hate to see you leavr. 
Husiness Interests and nn op­ 

portunity for bis daughter, who 
graduates this' year from Tor­ 
rance high, to go to college in 
Ix>s Angeles without the trouble 
and expense of commuting are 
his reasons. He's putting on a 
sale of his stock at half price 
that has attracted all the kids 
in town who are laying In a 
supply of candy bars and BO on 
Ki be prepared for the day that 
Joe moves away. Well, so long 
Joe. ana a lot of good luck and 
a bigger opportunity to you In 
Olendale.

SET ELECTION 
DATE TO VOTE 
BELIEFJOI05
Action On $12,000,000 Issue 

Up to the People On 
July 15

Election date for the ap- 
roval of an issue of $12,- 
00,000 in bonds for relief of 
nemployment and distress 

was set by the board of
pervisors this week for July 15. 
le election was approved on mo­ 

on of Supervisor John R. Qulnn. 
Not' a dollar of the band funds 
ust be wasted, it was stressed by 

speakers who appeared before the 
board Wednesday. The distribu­ 
tion of funds will be supervised 
by the. board, with the assistance 
of an advisory committee of seven 
members. 

Two-thirds vote of the people 
will be necessary to curry the 
bonds, which if voted, will be 
Issued In small amounts, probably 
as low as *26. In order to give 
everyone a chance to purchase

A drive similar to the Liberty 
Loan campaigns will he staged for 
the sale If the bonds are voted. 

It was specified that $3,500.000 of 
the total Is to be turned Into the 
county welfare budget to cut the 
tax rate for the coming fiscal 
year, which was 88 cents last year. 

Supervisor Qulnn Insisted that If 
the bonds are voted: that all money 
must be put Into labor on worthy 
projects. He Insisted, particularly 
on the Improvement of Sepulveda 
boulevard, Lomita boulevard. South 
Flgueroa street, Santa Fc avenue 
and Normundie, all highway pro- 
ects of vast Importance tu the 
harbor district.

rVill Advertise 
Torrance to Hot 
Belt Communities

Tourists from Arliona will be In­ 
vited to make Torrance their head­ 
quarters this summer during the 
Olympic Games. The Invitation* 
will be broadcast In a series o: 
advertisements In Phoenix and 
Puc»on newspapers between now 

and July 10, according to plant 
perfected by the Chamber of Com­ 
merce. A $SOO appropriation wai 
voted by the city council this week 
to cover the cost of the campaign 

Last summer the Chamber o 
Commerce spent $1100 In udvertls 
Ing In the "hot belt" community 
und 85 families came to Torranc< 
to live last summer, who were at 
tractod by the advertising. It ii 
expected that the smaller ex pen 
dlture this year will serve as t 
follow-up of the more extenstv 
campaign lust year. Chamber of 
flclals point out that Torrance 1 
very strategically situated for vis 
Itors at the Olympic Uames. a 
this city Is located midway be 
tween the Olympic stadium In Lo 
Angeles and Recreational Park an 
Auunltos lluy In Long Beach 
whure the uc(iuatlc sports will b 
held.

PIONEER DAYS
Kunta Monica will hold Its thlr 

annual "Pioneer Days Celebration 
on June 20-26.

Mrs. I.. R. Brandim and daugl 
ter are enjoying a vacation a 
lAkevlew, Oregon.

Calendar of Events 
In Commencement Wee\

 
chool at the Torrance high will r

n the auditorium on Sunday eve- B 
ling, June 12. when the summer 
'lass of '32, to the number of BU 
will listen to the sermon delivered 
or this occnnlon by Rr>v. Cl. (1. I

iffalr will begin at 7 o'clock, r 
The program as .offered on this 

pvenlng will be as follows: 
Invocation, Rev. O. D. Wonder. 
"Gloria I'atrla" 1'a 1 es t rl n n; 

'Chorale," Bach; by the Madrigal 
Ringem. 

Scripture reading, R. V. Roelofs. 
Prayer, Rev. Kemp J. Wlnkler. 
Sermon. Rev. ("!. f!. Elder. 
Benediction. Rev. J. H. Speed. 
On Monday the former graduates 

will meet in their annual home- 
coming day. On Tuesday the sen­ 
iors will hold their class day pro­ 
gram. On Wednesday Hie junior 
high scKool graduates summer 
class of '36 will have their com­ 
mencement exercises in the audi­ 
torium nt 1:30. Oeorge Bradford, 
as master of ceremonies, will pre­ 
side. The program as arranged 
for this occasion includes: 

Piano solo, "Meditation." Ruth 
Oranger. 

Oration. "The Story of Our 
Fag," Vivian Carroll. 

"The Smiling Dawn." "Diirk 
Eyes," by the Girls' Olee club. 

Poem. "The Unfurling of the 
King," Alice Kenncman. 

"The Cossack," "Robin Hood." by 
the Boys' Cllee club.

Torrance Asked 
to Raise $73 As 

Share Expenses
Invited to Co-operate In 

Movement to Relieve 
Home Owner

Mayor W. T. K4usman has 
turned over to the Torrance Cham­ 
ber of Commerce the task of rais­ 
ing funds by popular subscription 
to put this community in lino* to 
receive benefits from the proposed 
Loa Angeles Home Owners Trust 
Fund, which movement has for Us 
object the saving of the property 
of tho small home owner from 
foreclosure and loss. 

As a necessary preliminary to 
putting the plan Into operation, 
$10,000 must be raised for operat­ 
ing expenses. Of this sum Tor- 
ranee's share Is $73. Twenty-four 
cities of which Torrance Is one 
have been asked to raise $5,000 of 
the amount, pro-rated as to popu­ 
lation, while the city of Los An­ 
geles raises the other half. 

Since home owners are now los­ 
ing their homes at the rate of at 
least three a day through fore­ 
closure proceedings, It has tieen 
observed that some drastic step 
must be taken to end such a dis­ 
tressing situation. The Los An­ 
geles Home Owners Trust Fund Is 
the result of the thought and labor 
of a ways and means committee 
appointed recently by Mayor John 
C. Porter of Los Angeles. 

Under their plan a fund of $2.- 
< 00.000 Is to he raised, from which 
loans will bo made to meet the 
Immediate needs of the property 
owner who Is faced with eviction. 
The sum Is to be raised by the 
sale of beneficiary Interests ut 
11.00 each, through public sub­ 
scription developed by churches, 
service clubs and civic organiza­ 
tions. 

The trust must bu liquidated n 
five years, or sooner. In the 

( .discretion of the trustuuH If the need 
for Its operation disappears through 
the return to prosperity of those 

( to whom loans ure'made, und equa 
distribution of all trust funds uud 

i accumulated earnings will ho made 
to the holders of beneficial Inter­ 
ests as their Interests may appear 

B The campaign to raise Torrance'n 
 hare of $73 will begin al "nce 

t and a vigorous effort will be made 
In every community to put the 

s trust fund Into operation as early 
as possible In order to save at 

( many as possible of the smul 
I property owners who are now Ir 
, distressed circumstances.

AQBD LOMITA MAN 
PASSED AWAY MONDAY 

benjamin F. Llndermun, futlie 
d of Hurry Llndernutn of Loinltu 
  passed awuy suddenly at S0?l Sta 

street, Lomita, Monday, at the ag 
of 89 years. The remains wer 

- taken tu LOH Angeles where fun 
t era! services were held. Intermen 

wus inude at Inglewood.

.amwt," Roger McfJinnls.

'mery. 
Oration, "Modern Day Olympics," 

ames firubhs. 
Presentation of diplomas, Prlncl- 

 dl Herbert S. Wood.

lnnr, June 16, will be followed by 
n informal reception In the patio. 
The program as prepared for 

ommencement is the following: 
Processional. 
Invocation, Rev. K. J. Winkler. 
Vocal solo, "Trees." Marje Bel- 

iscn. 
"The Silver Swan," "Which Is 

he Properest Day to Sing" by- 
Madrigal Singers. 

Oration, "History of the Olym­ 
pics," Bertlra Hlnman. 

Vocal trio. "Dark Eyes," Bernlce 
Baker. Margery Roelofs, Virginia 
Turner- 

Oration. "Modern Olympics." 
I-endel Elder. 

Vocal solo, "Two Orenadlers." 
Vnn "Bartechko. 

Oration, "Women In the Olym­ 
pics." Ruth Wllhelm. 

Violin solo, Marguerite Lincoln. 
Presentation of Scholarship Hon­ 

ors, Miss Irene Mills, Sponsor. Oh. 
121 C. S. F. 

Presentation of Epheblan RlnKs, 
Miss Elizabeth F. Parks. Vice 
Principal. 

Presentation of class. Mr. Her­ 
bert S. Wood, Principal. 

Presentation of Diplomas, Mr. L. 
C. Dale, member of Hoard of Edu­ 
cation. 

Recessional.

Japanese Pair 
In Custody On 

Murder Charge
Body of Missing Child Taken 

From Shallow Grave 
On Ranch

Out In the county strip between 
Torrance and Redondo Beach, a 
little green house stood empty 
yesterday. The evergreens which 
surround the little cottage breathed 
a mournful refrain and In spite of 
the bright sunshine of a perfect, 
day there was gloom and sadness 
about tho place. 

For it was there. Just off Kmer- 
nld street, between Earl and Va- 
lerle streets, that officers from the 
sheriff's office and the Los An­ 
geles detective bureau took from 
the bottom of a shallow grave, the 
little body of a S-ycar-old Jap­ 
anese baby, Molly Kanda, and car­ 
ried back with them to the county 
jail the child's mother. Mrs. R. 
Kanda, and her lover, J. Hatamoto, 
alias Kogi. to answer to a charge 
of murder. 

Burled in a hole less than four 
feet deep, wrapped only In the 
clothing In which baby Molly had 
drifted Into her lust sleep, the 
child was found where the mother 
confessed they had placed her. 

Last December Mrs. Kanda left 
her husband In Los Angeles, tak­ 
ing the little girl. This week 
Kanda trailed bis wife to this 
vicinity and found her living with 
Hatamoto on his ranch west of 
Torrance. The pair attempted to 
explain that the child had been 
"lost" while the mother was on n 
shopping trip to a nearby city and 
Kanda reported the matter to the 
police. 

Tuesday under questioning, Mrs 
Kanda related that the pair had 
tried to atone for their sin by 
committing suicide, but that they 
were unable to endure the gas and 
rushed out of the house. The child 
died, and they burled her. 
died, and they burled her. I.atei 
she changed her story to Indicate 
that Hatamoto had shot the baby 

Hack of the house. In a i-hlcken 
yard, behind an outdoor toilet, a 
taping hole yesterday told thi 
story of where the child's body 
was found. Stone & Myers am 
bulance carried It Tuesday nigh 
to Los Angeles where It was tukvi 
in charge by the coroner.

Four From Torrance 
In Graduating Class

Torranco members of the U. B 
C. graduating class which recelvet 
diplomas on Saturday, June 4 
were Alice L. Caruthers, It. K., If 
education; Julia Lynn McMunus 
U. H. In education; Uu*sell C. Hat 
ton. B. S. Ill mechaiilcul engineer 
Ing; and Gladys Helen Bluuk 
master of arts.

Friends of Mrs. W. K. Bowe 
will be glad to know that xhe 1 
recovering from a recent attack o 
ptomaine poisoning.  

P. O. EMPLOYES 
LOSE MONEY

Postoffice employes In Tor­ 
rance are due to IOKC money

government employes goes into.

senate and is now being con­ 
sidered In the house of repre­ 
sentatives. It takes off a 10 per 
cent cut from the pay check, 
which will amount to n con-

the shark for figures among the 
postofflce force. 

A mere $221.80 a month, or 
$2661.00 a year. Enough to 
make a good salary for another 
employe If the department at 
Washington should be so kind- 
hearted as to put one on the 
force. The cut affects all the

Al Ooiirdier down.

BEGIN GRADING 
FOR FERN AVE 
SCHOOJJOOSE
Compton Contractor Has 

Men and Machinery at 
Work On Site

Work on the new Fern avenue 
elementary school In Torrnnce to­ 
day Is well under way, with the

of Fern avenue and El Dorado 
street. A cut between five and 
six feel Is necessary to bring the 
building stte down to .grade and 
the earth excavated Is being placed 
nt another place. 

George Mlttry, Los Angeles con­ 
tractor, was low bidder on the 
general contract, and the building 
permit calls for a. structure to 
cost $84.000. The building is a 
12-unlt structure. 

Excavation work' Is being done 
y the Owl Trucking Company, 
avlng been sublet by Mittry. The 
wl Company Is a Compton con- 
ern. Approximately a dozen men 

are being employed at the outset. 
The building, which will face Kern 
avenue, will be of the Spanish type 
of archltectnre, with brick walls 
afcd stucco exterior and red tile 
roof. Stairways and corridors, how­ 
ever, are to be of reinforced con­ 
crete, to conform to the laws gov­ 
erning construction of school build- 
Ings. 

The general contractor has US 
working days In which to com­ 
plete the building. General con­ 
tracting work will cost $47,256; 
plumbing, $4398; heating, $3829; 
painting. $1999, and electrical work 
and fixtures. $1879. according to 
the architectural department of the 
Los Angeles board of education. 

The Torrance city council re­ 
cently forwarded, a resolution to 
the board asking that local labor 
>e used on the contract us fur as 

possible.

Legionnaires to 
Gather at Catalina 

For Annual Outing
Members of the American Ixiglor 

will make their eleventh unnua 
pilgrimage to Cutullnu Island fo 
the annual outing next S«tu«la> 
und Sunday, June 11-12. Thl 
event, which promises to be tb 
biggest since the Inauguration o 
the affair, will bo held under tk 
auspices of the Ix>s Angel5s count] 
council. The program will Includ 
a "stunt" by each post, compctl 
lion among various drum nn 
bugle corps, bunds arid drill teams 
a "Neptune Party" by the Sa 
Diego post, a baseball game an 
u two-day Legionnaire golf tour 
numunt with a grand ball ut th 
Cutullnu Casino on Saturday eve 
nln«,

Small Turnout 
For Mobilizatioi

} 
Sixty-seven Legionnaires of th 

Kert S. Crosslund Post reporte 
for duty on hearing the emergunc 
mobilisation cull sounded by th 
fire department Sunday inornln 
about 1 o'clock. This number re| 
resents about 30 per cent of tl 
strength of the post. Of the uuxl 
lary, 43 members turned out, brlnu 
Ing with them u duuntity of »U| 
piles. Troop 3 of the lioy Kcou 
turned out it of Its 37 member 
while Scouts from other troops Ii 
creased that representation tu 'i 
Firemen und police of Torruiu 
were represented by u majority 
their members.

MAN IS BUiED IN TERRIFIC 
EXPLOSION AT PLA/A H1TEL
Disastrous Consequences Attend Attempt of Carroll J. Mc- 

Cloud to Light a Cigarette In 
Gas-filled Room

With a terrific blast that 
around, a gas explosion in lie 
1:20 Wednesday morning, \vr« 
dows in both upper and lowe 
put Carroll J. McCloud, age 3

Old Grads Hold i 
Home Coining ' 
Reunion Monday

Great Preparations Being 
Made for Annual Event 

at High School
*

Extensive preparations have been 
made by the committee In charge 
of arrangements for the fifth an­ 
nual Torrance high school alumni 
liomecomlng and reunion to lie 
held at the high school. Monday, 
June 13, according to 'President 
Leonard Bancock, '27. 

An all-day sesnlon has been 
planned with registration of grad­ 
uates beginning at 10:00. The old 
grads will then have an opportun­ 
ity to renew acquaintances and

luncheon. At 1:U> a pep rally 
and entertainment will he held in 
the auditorium to be followed by 
the annual baseball game between 
the varsity and alumni. The an­ 
nual banquet and business meet­ 
ing will be held In the school cafe­ 
teria beginning at «:30 o'clock to be 
followed by an evening of dancing 
In the gymnasium. 

Torrance High Alumni Associa­ 
tion, which was organized In -1918, 
now boasts a membership of about 
400. Officers for the current year 
are Leonard Itabcock, president; 
Kathlyn Wheaton Farmer, vice- 
president ; Katherlnc Uurmaster, 
secretary, and Earl Tavan, treas­ 
urer.

,ast Tribute 
of Friends Is 
Paid to Towne

Prominent Lomita Resident 
Passed Away Saturday 

After Long Illness

Funeral services for George 
Towne, for 20 years a resident of 
the harbor district, who passed 
away Saturday morning .nt 2 
o'clock ut bin home at SOOG Rose 
street, Iximltu, were held at 2 
o'clock Monday afternoon ut Stone 
& Mycrs chapel. Torrance. The 
services were attended by the 
argest number of frlemls and 
neighbors ever to have assembled 
tere on such an occasion. 

Services at the chapel were con­ 
ducted by Rev. E. E. Clark of 
Eagle Kock. former ptntor of t le 
Community Presbyterian church In 
Lomita. with the Ix>mlta Masonic 
lodge In charge of rites at tin 
grave. Interment was made at 
Compton. 

Mr. Towne was born April 19 
1872. nt Kulrbury, Illinois. Hi 
cumi< to California In 1&S< und on- 
gaged In farming In this district 
In 181*9 he married Lulu Hell 
daughter of Mr. und Mm. S. T 
llull, former residents of lowu. He 
Is survived by his wife, line 
daughter, Eva UelUi Gumhy, onu 
son, Amos Charles, a ulster, Mrs 
Alfred lielleu of WiittH. und a 
brother, Amos Towne, of Long 
Beach. 

Mr. Towne had been III for sev­ 
eral months, us lh« result of u 
stroke, und had been compelled to 

Iglve up his post us road supvrln 
tendent In the county roud depart 
ment, which work he had carried 
on for u number of years. Hu 
was prominent In the Masonic or 
der. a member of I.omltu lodge No 
844. and one of those who helped 
to organise the Torrance lodge NO 
447 some years ago. He was uls 
a member of WllmlnKtun Knight 
of Pythias. Han 1'edro Lodge No 
366 K. P. O. K., San I'edro Kustui 
Star chupter und Triple City lodg 
No. S53, I. O. O. K.. of Lomita. 

His high standing In lha com 
munlty and In the harbor dlstrlc 
where he had lived and labor? 
for more limn 20 yeurx, WUM at 
tested by the large gathering t 
attend the last riles in Ills honor

 ^liook the houses for blocks 
om 3 at the Plaza Hotel at 
eked the roorii, broke wln- 
r floors of the building and 
1, in the Jared Sidney Tor-
ance Memorial hospital suffering 
rom burns over almost three- 
ourths of his body. His condition 
s critical and medical attendants- 
old out scant hope for his sur- 
ival. 
The Torrance fire department 

vhlch was called to the scene ex- 
inguished the blaze in the room. 

An open gas jet told the story 
f the. explosion. Whether the Jet 

lad been opened by accident or 
leslgn wan unknown, as McCloud 
las been In no condition to make 
i statement. H is supposed that 
he blast followed McCloud's at- 
ompt to light a ciRnrett* In the 
jas-fllled chamber. 

Residents at tho hotel were un- 
ible to .throw any light on the 
muse of the blast. Mr. and Mrs. 
M Kerber and Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Conner, proprietors of the hotel, 
ind guests residing there had re- 
Ired for the night when the ex­ 

plosion came. Mr. and Mrs. Con­ 
ner, who occupy a room across tho 
ho", from. McCloud's apartment, 
were thrown from their bed by the 
rorce of the explosion, and ran to

n the corridor, his body a torch 
nf flame, and flames shooting from 
the doorway nnd window of the 
wrerked apartment. Stone * Myern 
ambulance* was summoned as It. 
was seen that MeCloud was in a 
serious condition and he was re­ 
moved to the hospital. 

The door, transom and window 
of his room, all of which had been 
tightly closed, were demolished, 

he glass In the trannom and the 
wer snsh of the window wan 

battered. The panel of the door 
adlng to the ball was blown 

rom Its frame and hurled across 
he hall to make a deep dent In 
le mold board of the starway. 
he remaining part of the door 
as torn from the hinges and the 
all on both aides of the opening 
as moved out of plumb at least 
ve Inches. The east wall of the 

room where the gas jet was lo­ 
oted under the wash Aland was 
owed out and plaster In the ad- 
olnlng room was cracked und part 
f It torn from the lathing. Ap- 
roxlmately $500 damages wan 
one to the building by the explo- 
ion and fire which followed. The 
ames, however, were confined to 
he room In which the blunt oo- 
urred. 
McCloud, who Is a painter and 

ntertor decorator, had been living 
t the Plaza for about five weeks, 

coming to Torranco from Lcmita 
where he' had been staying at tho 
Orace Hotel. He had been out of 
regular employment for some time. 
It Is said. 

His parents. Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
McCloud of Westminster, nnd his 
wife. Mrs. Edna V. McCloud, S»01 
Lincoln, Inglewood. were notified 
and vlsltod the Injured man nt the 
lospltal on Wednesday morning. 

Mrs. McCloud wus accompanied by 
the couple's daughter, Bi'tty Lou.

Fire Prevention 
Film to Be Shown
An Illustrated talk on forestry 

and fire prevention, to be followed 
>y a motion picture film, taken In 

the national forests, fthowlng th* 
disastrous effects of fire, will Ira 
given under the auspices of the 
lert R. Crossland Post and Ameri­ 

can Legion Auxiliary Monday 
night. June 13, at 8:30 o'clock, at 
the Torrance high school audi­ 
torium. 

J. R. Hodgson, forest ranger, 
will be In charge of the program 
which la open to the public and 
Ve* to all. Commander L II. 
Delnlnger, who Is In charge local­ 
ly of the arrangements, hopes that 
all Torrance citizens will avail 
themselves of this opportunity to 
see the work of the fire crewi and 
to note the need of carefulness In 
traveling; through our mountain 
und forest lands.

Taxpayers League 
Meeting June 20

A meeting of the Taxpayer* 
Leafuu has been called for Juno 
20 at the Torrance high school 
auditorium, when Rev. Bob HhuK-r 
und Charles J. Colden will be tiu- 
speaker*. A business meeting will 
follow the spraklng program.


